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“arm yourselves with the 
correct information, be 

passionate and unrelenting, and 
align with bigger groups”



Briefer

• The Gleevec International Patient Assistance Program (GIPAP) which 
was in existence since 2006, was replaced by Novartis Philippines’ 
Novartis Oncology Access (NOA)program and the OATH (???) in later 
years. While getting the drug from GIPAP was basically totally free, 
NOA and OATH introduced graduated, partially subsidized schemes.

• Subsequently, in 2017, the Max Foundation took over and 
resurrected GIPAP through the MAX Access Solution (MAS).



Briefer

• However, the time period coincided with the new administration of 
the newly-elected Philippine President at the time, and his Cabinet 
wanted to raise revenues for the government and decided to impose 
VAT taxes on donated drugs. The amount to be paid was U$ 550,000 
annually.



Briefer

• There was no way for TBM to pay this amount and so Max paid 
for it. This happened one more time the following year and so 
TBM decided something must be done.

• TBM wrote several letters to supposedly ”the right people” in 
the decision-making core of the government, but to no avail. 
These letter-requests fell on deaf ears.



Briefer

• On Valentines Day 2019, the new 
President signed into law the 
National Integrated Cancer 
Control Act (NICCA), which TBM 
lobbied for, as member of the 
bigger Cancer Coalition of the 
Philippines. 









After 6 months 
of lobbying, 
attending public 
consultations, 
the IRR was 
signed.





“arm yourselves with the correct 
information, be passionate and 

unrelenting, and align with bigger 
groups”



For the last 2 years, TBM has not been levied any tax.
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